[Date]
 

The Honorable [Legislator’s Formal Name], Member

Virginia [House of Delegates or Senate]
[Address]
[City, State  Zip Code]
Subject: Senate Bill SB940 Licensure of Landscape Architects
 

Dear [Delegate or Senator – Last Name]:

 

My name is _____________________ and I am writing to ask you to support Senate Bill 940. If passed, this bill would allow landscape architects to be licensed in Virginia.  As a landscape architect being licensed would allow me to better serve my clients, and use the skills that I gained during my education and professional experience.

Landscape architecture is one of the fastest growing industries in the U.S. and abroad. Landscape architects are educated and trained to design not just aesthetic features but also environmental and health-related features. We play an important role in making sure a project is safe and environmentally friendly, as well as beautiful to its users. Landscape architects undertake grading, drainage, and storm water management; vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian circulation; siting buildings and structures; design of site and landscape structures; and ecological restoration and conservation of natural and cultural resource. This is what we are trained to do. If we are allowed to be licensed, we can perform these services in a more competitive environment. North Carolina, Maryland and West Virginia require their Landscape Architects to be licensed. Licensing our industry will allow us to compete for projects in these states and for projects here in Virginia that require a license--Virginia jobs that landscape architects licensed in other states compete for and win given their licensure status.

In order to ensure we can help grow Virginia’s economy and enhance the role of landscape architects in Virginia’s design and construction industries, Senator Watkins is seeking legislation that would allow our industry to be licensed in Virginia.  We hope you will seriously consider supporting our efforts.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or a member of the Virginia Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects’ government relations team, Chris Jankowski or Will Frank with Rhumb Line.

Thank you for your service to the Commonwealth of Virginia.  I look forward to working with you on this important issue.

Sincerely,

[Name of Constituent]
